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Dear Colleagues

On behalf of the Circulation Journal, I would like to let you know about the official 2009 impact factor and the 

Circulation Journal papers (2007–2008) most frequently quoted in 2009, that substantially contributed to the 2009 

impact factor of the Journal.

1.  The Official 2009 Impact Factor
We are pleased to inform that Circulation Journal has earned an official 2009 Impact Factor (IF) of 2.692. The 

official ranking also places Circulation Journal 36th among the 95 journals in the Cardiac & Cardiovascular 

Systems category in 2009 JCR Science Edition. I would like to congratulate Dr. Matsuzaki, the immediate past 

Editor-in-Chief, who served until June 2008, all the members of the Editorial Committee, authors, reviewers 

and all our readers for their great contributions to Circulation Journal.

2.  The Most Frequently Quoted CJ Papers (2007–2008) in 2009
The following papers, published in 2007–2008, were among the top 27 most frequently quoted papers in 2009, 

thereby substantially contributing to the 2009 Impact Factor of the Journal (number in the parenthesis denoted 

the number of quotation in 2007–2008).

(1)	 (26)	 Kajiguchi M, Kondo T, Izawa H, Kobayashi M, Yamamoto K, Shintani S, et al. Safety and efficacy of autologous 
progenitor cell transplantation for therapeutic angiogenesis in patients with critical limb ischemia. Circ J 2007; 71: 
196 – 201.

(2)	 (23)	 Ishio N, Kobayashi Y, Takebayashi H, Iijima Y, Kanda J, Nakayama T, et al. Impact of drug-eluting stents on clinical 
and angiographic outcomes in dialysis patients. Circ J 2007; 71: 1525 – 1529.

(3)	 (19)	 Tamura T, Furukawa Y, Taniguchi R, Sato Y, Ono K, Horiuchi H, et al. Serum adiponectin level as an independent 
predictor of mortality in patients with congestive heart failure. Circ J 2007; 71: 623 – 630.

(4)	 (18)	 Kubozono T, Miyata M, Ueyama K, Nagaki A, Otsuji Y, Kusano K, et al. Clinical significance and reproducibility of 
new arterial distensibility index. Circ J 2007; 71: 89 – 94.

(5)	 (17)	 Jeong JW, Jeong MH, Yun KH, Oh SK, Park EM, Kim YK, et al. Echocardiographic epicardial fat thickness and 
coronary artery disease. Circ J 2007; 71: 536 – 539.

(6)	 (16)	 Matsumoto N, Sato Y, Yoda S, Nakano Y, Kunimasa T, Matsuo S, et al. Prognostic value of non-obstructive CT 
low-dense coronary artery plaques detected by multislice computed tomography. Circ J 2007; 71: 1898 – 1903.

(7)	 (15)	 Ottaviano FG, Handy DE, Loscalzo J. Redox regulation in the extracellular environment. Circ J 2008; 72: 1 – 16 
(Review).

(8)	 (14)	 Kawai S, Kitabatake A, Tomoike H. Guidelines for diagnosis of Takotsubo (ampulla) cardiomyopathy. Circ J 2007; 
71: 990 – 992.

(8)	 (14)	 Tatsumi T, Ashihara E, Yasui T, Matsunaga S, Kido A, Sasada Y, et al. Intracoronary transplantation of non-expanded 
peripheral blood-derived mononuclear cells promotes improvement of cardiac function in patients with acute myocar-
dial infarction. Circ J 2007; 71: 1199 – 1207.

(8)	 (14)	 Aoyama T, Ishii H, Toriyama T, Takahashi H, Kasuga H, Murakami R, et al. Sirolimus-eluting stents vs bare metal 
stents for coronary intervention in Japanese patients with renal failure on hemodialysis. Circ J 2008; 72: 56 – 60.

(8)	 (14)	 Nakamura K, Tomaru T, Yamamura S, Miyashita Y, Shirai K, Noike H. Cardio-ankle vascular index is a candidate 
predictor of coronary atherosclerosis. Circ J 2008; 72: 598 – 604.

(8)	 (14)	 Malek LA, Kisiel B, Spiewak M, Grabowski M, Filipiak KJ, Kostrzewa G, et al. Coexisting polymorphisms of P2Y12 
and CYP2C19 genes as a risk factor for persistent platelet activation with clopidogrel. Circ J 2008; 72: 1165 – 1169.

(13)	 (13)	 Karagiannis A, Mikhailidis DP, Tziomalos K, Sileli M, Savvatianos S, Kakafika A, et al. Serum uric acid as an inde-
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pendent predictor of early death after acute stroke. Circ J 2007; 71: 1120 – 1127.

(13)	 (13)	 Kume T, Kawamoto T, Okura H, Toyota E, Neishi Y, Watanabe N, et al. Local release of catecholamines from the 
hearts of patients with tako-tsubo-like left ventricular dysfunction. Circ J 2008; 72: 106 – 108.

(13)	 (13)	 Prati F, Cera M, Ramazzotti V, Imola F, Giudice R, Giudice M, et al. From bench to bedside: A novel technique of 
acquiring OCT images. Circ J 2008; 72: 839 – 843.

(16)	 (12)	 Umetani K, Kodama Y, Nakamura T, Mende A, Kitta Y, Kawabata K, et al. High prevalence of paroxysmal atrial 
fibrillation and/or atrial flutter in metabolic syndrome. Circ J 2007; 71: 252 – 255.

(16)	 (12)	 Ueyama T, Ishikura F, Matsuda A, Asanuma T, Ueda K, Ichinose M, et al. Chronic estrogen supplementation follow-
ing ovariectomy improves the emotional stress-induced cardiovascular responses by indirect action on the nervous 
system and by direct action on the heart. Circ J 2007; 71: 565 – 573.

(16)	 (12)	 Takeno M, Yasuda S, Otsuka Y, Morii I, Kawamura A, Yano K, et al. Impact of metabolic syndrome on the long-term 
survival of patients with acute myocardial infarction: Potential association with C-reactive protein. Circ J 2008; 72: 
415 – 419.

(19)	 (11)	 Akagawa E, Murata K, Tanaka N, Yamada H, Miura T, Kunichika H, et al. Augmentation of left ventricular apical 
endocardial rotation with inotropic stimulation contributes to increased left ventricular torsion and radial strain 
in normal subjects: Quantitative assessment utilizing a novel automated tissue tracking technique. Circ J 2007; 71: 
661 – 668.

(19)	 (11)	 Okumura M, Ozaki Y, Ishii J, Kan S, Naruse H, Matsui S, et al. Restenosis and stent fracture following sirolimus-
eluting stent (SES) implantation: A serial quantitative coronary angiography (QCA) and intravascular ultrasound 
(IVUS) study. Circ J 2007; 71: 1669 – 1677.

(19)	 (11)	 Matsui K, Kojima S, Sakamoto T, Ishihara M, Kimura K, Miyazaki S, et al. Weekend onset of acute myocardial 
infarction does not have a negative impact on outcome in Japan. Circ J 2007; 71: 1841 – 1844.

(22)	 (10)	 Ishikawa S, Kayaba K, Gotoh T, Nakamura Y, Kajii E. Metabolic syndrome and C-reactive protein in the general 
population: JMS cohort study. Circ J 2007; 71: 26 – 31.

(22)	 (10)	 Motoyama S, Kondo T, Anno H, Sugiura A, Ito Y, Mori K, et al. Atherosclerotic plaque characterization by 0.5-mm-
slice multislice computed tomographic imaging: Comparison with intravascular ultrasound. Circ J 2007; 71: 363 –  
366.

(22)	 (10)	 Nishio Y, Sato Y, Taniguchi R, Shizuta S, Doi T, Morimoto T, et al. Cardiac troponin T vs other biochemical markers 
in patients with congestive heart failure. Circ J 2007; 71: 631 – 635.

(22)	 (10)	 Marui A, Tabata Y, Kojima S, Yamamoto M, Tambara K, Nishina T, et al. Novel approach to therapeutic angiogenesis 
for patients with critical limb ischemia by sustained release of basic fibroblast growth factor using biodegradable 
gelatin hydrogel: An initial report of the phase I-IIa study. Circ J 2007; 71: 1181 – 1186.

(22)	 (10)	 Takashima H, Ozaki Y, Yasukawa T, Waseda K, Asai K, Wakita Y, et al. Impact of lipid-lowering therapy with 
pitavastatin, a new HMG-CoA reductase inhibitor, on regression of coronary atherosclerotic plaque: A 3-dimensional 
intravascular ultrasound study. Circ J 2007; 71: 1678 – 1684.

(22)	 (10)	 Hiura Y, Fukushima Y, Yuno M, Sawamura H, Kokubo Y, Okamura T, et al. Validation of the association of genetic 
variants on chromosome 9p21 and 1q41 with myocardial infarction in a Japanese population. Circ J 2008; 72: 1213 –  
1217.

The Editorial Team looks forward to receiving manuscripts with high scientific impact from all over the world.

Hiroaki Shimokawa, MD, PhD
Editor-in-Chief
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