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Dear Colleagues,

On behalf of the Circulation Journal, I would like to let you know the top 37 papers most frequently cited in the 2015 

issues of the Circulation Journal. The number in the parenthesis denotes the number of citations in Circulation Journal 

in the year of 2015.

  1.	 (18)	� JCS Joint Working Group. Guidelines for non-pharmacotherapy of cardiac arrhythmias (JCS 2011): Digest version. Circ J 
2013; 77: 249 – 274.

  2.	 (17)	� Lang RM, Bierig M, Devereux RB, Flachskampf FA, Foster E, Pellikka PA, et al; Chamber Quantification Writing Group; 
American Society of Echocardiography’s Guidelines and Standards Committee; European Association of Echocardiography. 
Recommendations for chamber quantification: A report from the American Society of Echocardiography’s Guidelines and 
Standards Committee and the Chamber Quantification Writing Group, developed in conjunction with the European 
Association of Echocardiography, a branch of the European Society of Cardiology. J Am Soc Echocardiogr 2005; 18: 
1440 – 1463.

  3.	 (15)	� Patel MR, Mahaffey KW, Garg J, Pan G, Singer DE, Hacke W, et al; ROCKET AF Investigators. Rivaroxaban versus warfarin 
in nonvalvular atrial fibrillation. N Engl J Med 2011; 365: 883 – 891.

  4.	 (14)	� Connolly SJ, Ezekowitz MD, Yusuf S, Eikelboom J, Oldgren J, Parekh A, et al; RE-LY Steering Committee and Investigators. 
Dabigatran versus warfarin in patients with atrial fibrillation. N Engl J Med 2009; 361: 1139 – 1151. (Review)

	 (14)	� Granger CB, Alexander JH, McMurray JJ, Lopes RD, Hylek EM, Hanna M, et al; ARISTOTLE Committees and Investigators. 
Apixaban versus warfarin in patients with atrial fibrillation. N Engl J Med 2011; 365: 981 – 992.

	 (14)	� Giugliano RP, Ruff CT, Braunwald E, Murphy SA, Wiviott SD, Halperin JL, et al; ENGAGE AF-TIMI 48 Investigators. 
Edoxaban versus warfarin in patients with atrial fibrillation. N Engl J Med 2013; 369: 2093 – 2104.

	 (14)	 Sakata Y, Shimokawa H. Epidemiology of heart failure in Asia. Circ J 2013; 77: 2209 – 2217. (Review)
	 (14)	� Murakoshi N, Aonuma K. Epidemiology of arrhythmias and sudden cardiac death in Asia. Circ J 2013; 77: 2419 – 2431. 

(Review)
  9.	 (13)	� Matsuo S, Imai E, Horio M, Yasuda Y, Tomita K, Nitta K, et al; Collaborators developing the Japanese equation for estimated 

GFR. Revised equations for estimated GFR from serum creatinine in Japan. Am J Kidney Dis 2009; 53: 982 – 992.
10.	 (12)	� Sawa Y, Saito S, Kobayashi J, Niinami H, Kuratani T, Maeda K, et al; for the MDT-2111 Japan Investigators. First clinical 

trial of a self-expandable transcatheter heart valve in Japan in patients with symptomatic severe aortic stenosis. Circ J 2014; 
78: 1083 – 1090.

11.	 (11)	� Camm AJ, Lip GY, De Caterina R, Savelieva I, Atar D, Hohnloser SH; ESC Committee for Practice Guidelines (CPG). 2012 
focused update of the ESC Guidelines for the management of atrial fibrillation: An update of the 2010 ESC Guidelines for 
the management of atrial fibrillation. Developed with the special contribution of the European Heart Rhythm Association. 
Eur Heart J 2012; 33: 2719 – 2747.

	 (11)	� Yancy CW, Jessup M, Bozkurt B, Butler J, Casey DE Jr, Drazner MH, et al; American College of Cardiology Foundation; 
American Heart Association Task Force on Practice Guidelines. 2013 ACCF/AHA guideline for the management of heart 
failure: A report of the American College of Cardiology Foundation/American Heart Association Task Force on Practice 
Guidelines. J Am Coll Cardiol 2013; 62: e147 – e239, doi:10.1016/j.jacc.2013.05.019.

	 (11)	� Shiba N, Nochioka K, Miura M, Kohno H, Shimokawa H; on behalf of the CHART-2 Investigators. Trend of westernization 
of etiology and clinical characteristics of heart failure patients in Japan: First report from the CHART-2 Study. Circ J 2011; 
75: 823 – 833.

	 (11)	� Inoue H, Okumura K, Atarashi H, Yamashita T, Origasa H, Kumagai N, et al; J-RHYTHM Registry Investigators. Target 
international normalized ratio values for preventing thromboembolic and hemorrhagic events in Japanese patients with non-
valvular atrial fibrillation: Results of the J-RHYTHM Registry. Circ J 2013; 77: 2264 – 2270.

	 (11)	� Yasaka M, Lip GY. Impact of non-vitamin K antagonist oral anticoagulants on intracranial bleeding in Asian patients with 
non-valvular atrial fibrillation. Circ J 2014; 78: 2367 – 2372. (Review)

16.	 (10)	� McMurray JJ, Adamopoulos S, Anker SD, Auricchio A, Böhm M, Dickstein K, et al; ESC Committee for Practice Guidelines. 
ESC Guidelines for the diagnosis and treatment of acute and chronic heart failure 2012: The Task Force for the Diagnosis 
and Treatment of Acute and Chronic Heart Failure 2012 of the European Society of Cardiology: Developed in collaboration 
with the Heart Failure Association (HFA) of the ESC. Eur Heart J 2012; 33: 1787 – 1847.

	 (10)	� JCS Joint Working Group. Guidelines for pharmacotherapy of atrial fibrillation (JCS 2013): Digest version. Circ J 2014; 78: 
1997 – 2021.

	 (10)	� Miyagawa M, Yokoyama R, Nishiyama Y, Ogimoto A, Higaki J, Mochizuki T. Positron emission tomography-computed 
tomography for imaging of inflammatory cardiovascular diseases: Sarcoidosis, large-vessel arteritis, and atherosclerosis. 
Circ J 2014; 78: 1302 – 1310. (Review)

Message From the Editor-in-Chief
Toyoaki Murohara, MD, PhD

MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF



Circulation Journal  Vol.80,  November  2016

2258 MUROHARA T

	 (10)	� JCS Joint Working Group. Guidelines for clinical cardiac electrophysiologic studies (JCS 2011): Digest version. Circ J 2013; 
77: 497 – 518.

20.	 (9)	� Gage BF, Waterman AD, Shannon W, Boechler M, Rich MW, Radford MJ. Validation of clinical classification schemes for 
predicting stroke: Results from the National Registry of Atrial Fibrillation. JAMA 2001; 285: 2864 – 2870.

	 (9)	� JCS Joint Working Group. Guidelines for diagnosis and treatment of aortic aneurysm and aortic dissection (JCS 2011): Digest 
version. Circ J 2013; 77: 789 – 828.

	 (9)	� Yonetsu T, Bouma BE, Kato K, Fujimoto JG, Jang IK. Optical coherence tomography: 15 years in cardiology. Circ J 2013; 
77: 1933 – 1940. (Review)

23.	 (8)	� McKee PA, Castelli WP, McNamara PM, Kannel WB. The natural history of congestive heart failure: The Framingham study. 
N Engl J Med 1971; 285: 1441 – 1446.

	 (8)	� Lip GY, Nieuwlaat R, Pisters R, Lane DA, Crijns HJ. Refining clinical risk stratification for predicting stroke and 
thromboembolism in atrial fibrillation using a novel risk factor-based approach: The Euro Heart Survey on atrial fibrillation. 
Chest 2010; 137: 263 – 272.

	 (8)	� Stone GW, Maehara A, Lansky AJ, de Bruyne B, Cristea E, Mintz GS, et al; PROSPECT Investigators. A prospective natural-
history study of coronary atherosclerosis. N Engl J Med 2011; 364: 226 – 235.

	 (8)	� Atarashi H, Inoue H, Okumura K, Yamashita T, Kumagai N, Origasa H; J-RHYTHM Registry Investigators. Present status 
of anticoagulation treatment in Japanese patients with atrial fibrillation: A report from the J-RHYTHM Registry. Circ J 2011; 
75: 1328 – 1333.

27.	 (7)	 Ross R. Atherosclerosis: An inflammatory disease. N Engl J Med 1999; 340: 115 – 126. (Review)
	 (7)	� Rudski LG, Lai WW, Afilalo J, Hua L, Handschumacher MD, Chandrasekaran K, et al. Guidelines for the echocardiographic 

assessment of the right heart in adults: A report from the American Society of Echocardiography endorsed by the European 
Association of Echocardiography, a registered branch of the European Society of Cardiology, and the Canadian Society of 
Echocardiography. J Am Soc Echocardiogr 2010; 23: 685 – 713.

	 (7)	� Tonino PA, De Bruyne B, Pijls NH, Siebert U, Ikeno F, van’t Veer M, et al; FAME Study Investigators. Fractional flow 
reserve versus angiography for guiding percutaneous coronary intervention. N Engl J Med 2009; 360: 213 – 224.

	 (7)	� Yancy CW, Jessup M, Bozkurt B, Butler J, Casey DE Jr, Drazner MH, et al; American College of Cardiology Foundation/
American Heart Association Task Force on Practice Guidelines. 2013 ACCF/AHA guideline for the management of heart 
failure: A report of the American College of Cardiology Foundation/American Heart Association Task Force on practice 
guidelines. Circulation 2013; 128: e240 – e327, doi:10.1161/CIR.0b013e31829e8776.

	 (7)	� Saito S, Isshiki T, Kimura T, Ogawa H, Yokoi H, Nanto S, et al. Efficacy and safety of adjusted-dose prasugrel compared 
with clopidogrel in Japanese patients with acute coronary syndrome: The PRASFIT-ACS study. Circ J 2014; 78: 1684 – 1692.

	 (7)	� Daida H, Miyauchi K, Ogawa H, Yokoi H, Matsumoto M, Kitakaze M, et al; on behalf of the PACIFIC investigators. 
Management and two-year long-term clinical outcome of acute coronary syndrome in Japan: Prevention of AtherothrombotiC 
Incidents Following Ischemic Coronary attack (PACIFIC) registry. Circ J 2013; 77: 934 – 943.

	 (7)	� De Paoli F, Staels B, Chinetti-Gbaguidi G. Macrophage phenotypes and their modulation in atherosclerosis. Circ J 2014; 78: 
1775 – 1781. (Review)

	 (7)	� Nochioka K, Sakata Y, Takahashi J, Miyata S, Miura, M, Takada T, et al; for the CHART-2 Investigators. Prognostic impact 
of nutritional status in asymptomatic patients with cardiac diseases: A report from the CHART-2 study. Circ J 2013; 77: 
2318 – 2326.

	 (7)	� Akao M, Chun YH, Esato M, Abe M, Tsuji H, Wada H, et al; on behalf of the Fushimi AF Registry Investigators. 
Inappropriate use of oral anticoagulants for patients with atrial fibrillation: 1-year outcomes of the Fushimi AF Registry. Circ J 
2014; 78: 2166 – 2172.

	 (7)	� Imamura T, Kinugawa K, Kato N, Muraoka H, Fujino T, Inaba T, et al. Late-onset right ventricular failure in patients with 
preoperative small left ventricle after implantation of continuous flow left ventricular assist device. Circ J 2014; 78: 625 –  
633.

	 (7)	� JCS Joint Working Group. Guidelines for treatment of acute heart failure (JCS 2011): Digest version. Circ J 2013; 77: 
2157 – 2201.

The Editorial Team looks forward to receiving manuscripts with high scientific impact from all over the world.
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